FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

Workers to meet Senor Largo Caballero, impressed me most
favourably. He was a man of charming manners, intelligent and
broad-minded; endowed, too, with great quickness of perception
and a strong human kindliness. I shall never forget his emotion
when the Getafe Hospital was destroyed by German "planes and
a number of children met a most horrible death. He arrived at
the hospital almost before the authorities, and made personal
arrangements for assistance. Mr. Forbes enjoyed a popularity,
not only with officials, but with all who came into contact with
him, which must have been the envy of his colleagues. He knew
exactly how to gauge our difficulties, and could appreciate our
efforts to restore public order and put an end to the inevitable
excesses which followed the outbreak of the rebellion and the
Government's temporary loss of control. One morning in
Valencia, Senor Indalecio Prieto, the Air Minister, telephoned me
in great disgust to say that our anti-aircraft batteries, in beating off
an enemy raid, had fired accidentally on the Royal Oak and
wounded some of the crew. When I preferred my Government's
sincere regrets for this incident to the British representative, I
could not help contrasting his courteous behaviour with that of
certain other diplomats, who would besiege the Ministry in a
state of great excitement if so much as one of their cars was
detained a little longer than necessary by the patrols controlling
the high roads. Not only did we greatly deplore Mr. Forbes's
departure, but we were driven to fear that it was partly due to
the fact that his impartiality did not please those who wished to
preserve the impression that in loyal territory all was chaos,
violence and abuse. It so happened, however, that when Mr.
Forbes's successor, Mr. Leche left us in his turn, he expressed
himself, if my information is not incorrect, in terms which won
for him the reputation of a rabid Bolshevik among his friends in
London.

Continuous appeals to the League of Nations had shown
us the degree of importance to which the Geneva institution had
beenreduced by the desertion of those Governments whose interestit
should have been to preserve the League's prestige and strength.

Born out of a reaction against international anarchy which had
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